FDG at Cornucopia Camp (Summit Point) “things to remember in the morning”

- Breakfast/Morning meeting 7:30am at the pilgrim’s place of stay or in town.
- Communicate with group organizer ahead of time to coordinate - ask CB

- Go to Morning Meeting - bring personal gear, tow rope, scale.

- DIYers should be finished with breakfast.

- H/C guests will be expecting a breakfast burrito - do not forget.

- Introductions. Go around and do names and where you’re coming from,
experience level, any medical or avy education, and choose a fun question for
everyone in the group to answer.

- Game plan: We will drive to Carson Lane (about a half mile from the end of the
road on the west side of the main rd.) and continue to the end of Carson Ln to
where the snow stops being plowed. There is limited parking for vehicles, so
consolidating into fewer rigs and parking extraneous rigs elsewhere is
encouraged.

- Give them an overview of their day. From here, we will head to the trailhead.
Then we will have a four mile skier tow-in. If you are alone and have a single
snomo, explain that you can only take 4 people at a time (with their daypacks in
the tub sled) which means groups may have to go up in waves and there will be
about 45 minutes between groups. Skiers exit on their own on the departure day.
Refer to ‘Snowmobile Wisdom’ for towing tips.

- Guide note: It can be dangerous for skiers to wear their backpacks during tow as
some people have heavy packs, and you will not want to carry much weight in
the tub sled at the same time as towing skiers. So focus on getting the skiers in
first, take their packs in the tubsled when towing and don’t overload the sled. Tell
them that we will drop them off about 4 miles in, at the McBride Campground for
skinning.

- If pilgrims have sleds, help them use the space available for them to partner ride
to get more people up at once.

- From there, it is a 3 mile skin into the hut, following the 7715 rd for ~1.5 miles
and turning left or west onto the 100 rd. go up the west side of summit creek for
another 1.5 miles until turning left (west) back onto the 7715 and right into camp
at summit point trailhead. The climb is about 1500 ft and pretty low angle.

- Inquire if both waves have maps or are using a phone app and basically check
for understanding.



Their day packs will be brought in with them in the sled, and that we have a
porter service and can deliver any gear at $5/Ib. Tell them it's’ a long haul and
you don’t want to burn yourself out on the trek in and explain that any gear they
have portered in will also be backhauled on the last day of their trip and brought
down to the vehicle(s).

Guide will be ready to weigh any gear/food at a designated area at the place of
meeting and you will be putting those items into your rig to keep the gear
separated and accessible for you. Therefore you tell them that they will not see
those items until they are up at the hut. Priority is humans first, then portered
goods.

Ensure they understand that they will need to park beyond the white sign, and
not in the area before the big tree, which is a turnaround area for trailers and the
Panhandler Club Groomer. Make sure there is allocated space for rigs on the
right side, and always better to get turned around and then park in backwards so
they can pull straight out after potential weather during their trip.

Guide note: Do not overload the large tub sleds, it can be challenging on a soft
day as the top-out is off-road and the Carson grade is also quite steep, as well
as hard on the sleds.

Once everyone gets up to the hut, we will do a camp orientation, followed by a
beacon drill.

Then, whoever wants to will go out for a lap by the end of the day (NYT: near
yurt terrain). Only say this if you are willing to commit to it. Best bet for single
FDGs is non-avalanche terrain.

Summit Point is the classic first run for these groups to get a view of the
surroundings but there are also good options below camp and on the north
facing terrain to the immediate east. All FGDs should bring their slope tools no
matter what, even if it's just for getting out in case a snomo breaks down.

Last few things before we go
Questions?
Has everyone signed the waiver? Go to the camp page on the website.

Have the group organizer and/or individual pilgrims Venmo or PayPal CB for the
porter weight.

Beacon check



(Having wifi/cell and access to stores is why the meeting is held somewhere in town/residence)



